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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mike Lake on 10/30/07. Authorization to charge fees for excess claims, was given 
by Mr. Lake on 1 1/5/07, charge number 50-0545. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 1-21,23,27,30,31,36,39,40,45 and 48 are cancelled. 

Claims 22,24-26,28,29,32-35,37,38,41-44,46,47 are amended as follows: 

22. A method comprising the steps of: 

deactivating a circuit during a first time period; 

enabling a portion of the circuit for a second time period; 

sensing an electromagnetic signal during the second time period; 

enabling the circuit for an extended time period that is greater than the second 
time period upon,the sensing of the electromagnetic signal; 

processing the electromagnetic signal during the extended time period to obtain 
an input code; 

comparing the input code to an access code; 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code; 

and, 
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receiving another input code from a keyboard and comparing the other input 
code to the access code or another access code. 

24. The method of claim 22 further comprising the step of receiving a signal in 
response to pressing a program key on the keyboard. 

25. A method comprising the steps of: 
deactivating a circuit during a first time period; 
enabling a portion of the circuit for a second time period; . 
sensing an electromagnetic signal during the second time period; 

enabling the circuit for an extended time period that is greater than the second 
time period upon the sensing of the electromagnetic signal; 

processing the electromagnetic signal during the extended time period to obtain 
an input code; 

comparing the input code to an access code; 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code; 

and, 

enabling a low-battery detection circuit for measuring a battery voltage during a 
first time period, and disabling the low-battery detection circuit during a second time 
period. 

26. A method comprising the steps of: 
deactivating a circuit during a first time period; 
enabling a portion of the circuit for a second time period; 
sensing an electromagnetic signal during the second time period; 

enabling the circuit for an extended time period that is greater than the second 
time period upon the sensing of the electromagnetic signal; 

processing the electromagnetic signal during the extended time period to obtain 
an input code; 

comparing the input code to an access code; 
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providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code; 

and, 

providing a non-zero power output to the device, providing a lower non-zero 
power output to the device, and transitioning from the non-zero power output to the 
lower non-zero power output. 

28. A method comprising the steps of: 
deactivating a circuit during a first time period; 
enabling a portion of the circuit for a second time period; 
sensing an electromagnetic signal during the second time period; 

enabling the circuit for an extended time period that is greater than the second 
time period upon the sensing of the electromagnetic signal; 

processing the electromagnetic signal during the extended time period to obtain 
an input code; 

comparing the input code to an access code; 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code; 
writing the access code into a memory in response to a write signal received 
through a communication port; and, 

writing a serial number into the memory. 

29. The method of claim 28 further comprising the step of transmitting the serial 
number through the communication port. 

32. A method comprising the steps of: 

periodically enabling and disabling a circuit during each of a plurality of duty 
cycles wherein the circuit is enabled for a time ti during each of the duty cycles; 

receiving an input code transmitted via an electromagnetic signal; 

comparing the input code to an access code; 
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enabling the circuit as the input code is being received for a time t 2 that is greater 
then said time ti; 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code; 

and, 

receiving another input code from a keyboard and comparing the other input 
code to the access code or another access code. 

33. The method of claim 32 further comprising the step of receiving a signal in 
response to pressing a program key on the keyboard. 

34. A method comprising the steps of: 

periodically enabling and disabling a circuit during each of a plurality of duty 
cycles wherein the circuit is enabled for a time ti during each of the duty cycles; 
receiving an input code transmitted via an electromagnetic signal; 
comparing the input code to an access code; 

enabling the circuit as the input code is being received for a time t 2 that is greater 
then said time ti; 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code; 

and, 

periodically enabling and disabling a low-battery detection circuit for measuring a 
battery voltage. 

35. A method comprising the steps of: 

periodically enabling and disabling a circuit during each of a plurality of duty 
cycles wherein the circuit is enabled for a time ti during each of the duty cycles; 
receiving an input code transmitted via an electromagnetic signal; 
comparing the input code to an access code; 

enabling the circuit as the input code is being received for a time t 2 that is greater 
then said time t^ 
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providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code; 

and, 

providing a non-zero power output to the device, providing a lower non-zero 
power output to the device, and transitioning from the non-zero power output to the 
lower non-zero power output. 

37. A method comprising the steps of: 

periodically enabling and disabling a circuit during each of a plurality of duty 
cycles wherein the circuit is enabled for a time ti during each of the duty cycles; 
receiving an input code transmitted via an electromagnetic signal; 
comparing the input code to an access code; 

enabling the circuit as the input code is being received for a time t 2 that is greater 
then said time ti; 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code; 
writing the access code into a memory in response to a write signal received 
through a communication port; and, 

writing a serial number into the memory. 

38. The method of claim 37 further comprising the step of transmitting the serial 
number through the communication port. 

41. A method for operating a circuit on current drained from a battery comprising the 
steps of: 

generating a signal to indicate detection of a device capable of providing an 
electromagnetic signal; 

receiving an input code transmitted by the electromagnetic signal; 
increasing the current drained from the battery; 
comparing the input code to an access code; 

providing an output to an unlock device if the input code matches the access 

code; 
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decreasing the current drained from the battery after receiving the input code; 

and, 

receiving another input code from a keyboard and comparing the other input 
code to the access code or another access code. 

42. The method of claim 41 further comprising the step of receiving a signal in 
response to pressing a program key on the keyboard. 

43. A method for operating a circuit on current drained from a battery comprising the 
steps of: 

generating a signal to indicate detection of a device capable of providing an 
electromagnetic signal; 

receiving an input code transmitted by the electromagnetic signal; 
increasing the current drained from the battery; 
comparing the input code to an access code; 

providing an output to an unlock device if the input code matches the access 

code; 

decreasing the current drained from the battery after receiving the input code; 

and, 

further comprising the steps of periodically enabling and disabling a low-battery 
detection circuit for measuring a battery voltage. 

44. A method for operating a circuit on current drained from a battery comprising the 
steps of: 

generating a signal to indicate detection of a device capable of providing an 
electromagnetic signal; 

receiving an input code transmitted by the electromagnetic signal; 
increasing the current drained from the battery; 
comparing the input code to an access code; 
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providing an output to an unlock device if the input code matches the access 

code; 

decreasing the current drained from the battery after receiving the input code; 

and, 

providing a non-zero power output to the unlock device, providing a lower non- 
zero power output to the unlock device, and transitioning from the non-zero power 
output to the lower non-zero power output. 



46. A method for operating a circuit on current drained from a battery comprising the 
steps of: 

generating a signal to indicate detection of a device capable of providing an 
electromagnetic signal; 

receiving an input code transmitted by the electromagnetic signal; 
increasing the current drained from the battery; 
comparing the input code to an access code; 

providing an output to an unlock device if the input code matches the access 

code; 

decreasing the current drained from the battery after receiving the input code; 
writing the access code into a memory in response to a write signal received 
through a communication port; and, 

writing a serial number into the memory. 

47. The method of claim 46 further comprising the step of transmitting the 
serial number through the communication port. 
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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mike Lake on 10/30/07. Authorization to charge fees for excess claims, was given 
by Mr. Lake on 1 1/5/07, charge number 50-0545. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 1-21,23,27,30,31,36,39,40,45 and 48 are cancelled. 

Claims 22,24-26,28,29,32-35,37,38,41-44,46,47 are amended as follows: 

22. . A method comprising the steps of: 

deactivating a circuit during a first time period: 

enabling a portion of the circuit for a second time period: 

sensing an electromagnetic signal during the second time period: 

enabling the circuit for an extended time period that is greater than the second 

time period upon the sensing of the electromagnetic signal: 

processing the electromagnetic signal during the extended time period to obtain 

an input code: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code: 

and, 
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, r^P^iyjnQ.sp.P.^er. Input code from a keyboard and comparing the other input 

code to the access code or another access code. 

24. The method of claim 22 further comprising the step of receiving a signal in 
response to pressing a program key on the keyboard. 

25. A method comprising the steps of: 

deactivating a circuit during a first time period: 

enabling a portion of the circuit for a second time period: 

sensing an electromagnetic signal during the second time period: 

enabling the circuit for an extended time period that is greater than the second 

time period upon the sensing of the electromagnetic signal: 

processing the electromagnetic signal during the extended time period to obtain 

an input code: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code: 

and, 

, enabling a low-battery detection circuit for measuring a battery voltage during a 

first time period, and disabling Jhe low-battery detection circuit during a second time 
period 

26. A method comprising the steps of: 

deactivating a circuit during a first time period: 

enabling a portion of the circuit for a second time period: 

sensing an electromagnetic signal during the second time period: 

enabling the circuit for an extended time period that is greater than the second 

time period upon the sensing of the electromagnetic signal: 

processing the electromagnetic signal during the extended time period to obtain 

an input code: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 
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providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code: 

and, 

, providing, a ppn-zero power output to the device , proyidin g a lower npn : zero 

power output to the device, and transitioning from the non-zero power output to the 
lower non-zero power output. 

* 

28. A method comprising the steps of: 
deactivating a circuit during a first time period: 

enabling a portion of the circuit for a second time period: 

sensing an electromagnetic signal during the second time period: 

enabling the circuit for an extended time period that is greater than the second 

time period upon the sensing of the electromagnetic signal: 

processing the electromagnetic signal during the extended time period to obtain 

an input code: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code: 

writing the access code into a memory in response to a write signal received 
through a communication port: and, 
, writing a serial .number into a the 

29. The method of claim 28 further comprising the step of transmitting the serial 
number through the communication port. 

32. A method comprising the steps of: 

periodically enabling and disabling a circuit during each of a plurality of duty 

cycles wherein the circuit is enabled for a time ^during each of the duty cycles: 

receiving an input code transmitted via an electromagnetic signal: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 
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enabling the circuit as the input code is being received for a time b that is greater 

then said time ti; 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code: 

and, 

1 receiving another input code from a keyboard and comparing the other input 

code to the access code or another access code. 

33. The method of claim 32 further comprising the step of receiving a signal in 
response to pressing a program key on the keyboard. 

34. A method comprising the steps of: 

periodically enabling and disabling a circuit during each of a plurality of duty 

cycles wherein the circuit is enabled for a time t^during each of the duty cycles: 

receiving an input code transmitted via an electromagnetic signal: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 

enabling the circuit as the input code is being received for a time b that is greater 

then said time ti; 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code: 

and, 

, periodically enabling and disabling a Jpw : battery detection _ circuit ^ a 

battery voltage. 

35. A method comprising the steps of: 

periodically enabling and disabling a circuit during each of a plurality of duty 
cycles wherein the circuit is enabled for a time ti during each of the duty cycles: 

receiving an input code transmitted via an electromagnetic signal: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 

enabling the circuit as the input code is being received for a time b that is greater 

then said time ti: 
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providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code: 



and 



.PfPYlding. a.non-zerp power output to the device, .providing a tower non-zero 




Deleted: The method of claim 8 
further comprising the steps of 



power output to the device, and transitioning from the non-zero power output to the 
lower non-zero power output. 

37. A method comprising the steps of: 

periodically enabling and disabling a circuit during each of a plurality of duty 

cycles wherein the circuit is enabled for a time ^during each of the duty cycles: 

receiving an input code transmitted via an electromagnetic signal: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 

enabling the circuit as the input code is being received for a time t? that is greater 

then said time ti; 

providing a signal to unlock a device if the input code matches the access code: 

writing the access code into a memory in response to a write signal received 
through a communication port: and, 

1 Deleted: The method of claln 

^ writing a serial n umber i nto the memory. - ' i further comprising the step of 

38. The method of claim 37 further comprising the step of transmitting the serial 
number through the communication port. 

41- A method for operating a circuit on current drained from a battery comprising the 
steps of: 

generating a signal to indicate detection of a device capable of providing an 

electromagnetic signal: 

receiving an input code transmitted by the electromagnetic signal: 

increasing the current drained from the battery: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 

providing an output to an unlock device if the input code matches the access 



code: 
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decreasing the current drained from the battery after receiving the input code: 

and, 

, receiving .another input code from a keyboard snd comparing the other input 

. code to the access code or another access code. 

42. The method of claim 41 further comprising the step of receiving a signal in 
response to pressing a program key on the keyboard. 

43. A method for operating a circuit on current drained from a battery comprising the 
steps of: 

generating a signal to indicate detection of a device capable of providing an 

electromagnetic signal: 

receiving an input code transmitted by the electromagnetic signal: 

increasing the current drained from the battery: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 

providing an output to an unlock device if the input code matches the access 

code: 

decreasing the current drained from the battery after receiving the input code: 

and, 

/urther comprising the steps of periodically enabling and disabling a tow-battery 
detection circuit for measuring a battery voltage. 

44. A method for operating a circuit on current drained from a battery comprising the 
steps of: 

generating a signal to indicate detection of a device capable of providing an 

electromagnetic signal: 

receiving an input code transmitted by the electromagnetic signal: 

increasing the current drained from the battery: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 
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providing an output to an unlock device if the input code matches the access 

code: 

decreasing the current drained from the battery after receiving the input code: 

and, 

, providing a non-zero power output to the un lock device, providing a. lower non- 
zero power output to the unlock device, and transitioning from the non-zero power 
output to the lower non-zero power output. 

46. A method for operating a circuit on current drained from a battery comprising the 
steps of: 

generating a signal to indicate detection of a device capable of providing an 

electromagnetic signal; 

receiving an input code transmitted by the electromagnetic signal: 

increasing the current drained from the battery: 

comparing the input code to an access code: 

providing an output to an unlock device if the input code matches the access 

code: 

decreasing the current drained from the battery after receiving the input code: 

writing the access code into a memory in response to a write signal received 
through a communication port: and, 
t w riting a serial n umber into the memory. 

47. The method of claim 46 further comprising the step of transmitting the 
serial number through the communication port. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian A. Zimmerman whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3059. The examiner can normally be reached on 7 am to 4 pm E.S.T. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system; Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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